MOUNTAIN GROVE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 411 W. First Street/P.O. Box 321, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711, 417-926-4982

FAMILY NEWS - OCTOBER 19, 2025

BIBLE STUDY: SUNDAY 9:00 AM; WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM; WORSHIP: SUNDAY - 10:00 AM & 11:15 AM
Ladies Class - Tuesday 10:00 AM; Men’s Class - Thursday 6:00 PM (on hiatus until Fall)
www.mountaingrovechurchofchrist.com and www.MGChristianRadio.com

Announcements: Terry LeBaron
Scripture Reader: Logan Howard
Preacher: Keith Cozort

PRAYER LEADERS
Sunday:
9:00 AM. Richard Sciba

10:00 A.M. Phil Driskill
Brian Sherrell

11:15AM. Max Schmollinger
Brent LeBaron

Wednesday: David Grow
Wyatt Hicks

SONG LEADERS
Sunday: 10:00 A.M. David Grow
11:15 A.M. Terry LeBaron
Wednesday: Brent LeBaron

THE LORD’S TABLE

Preside: Kevin Cozort
Assist: Jude Hicks
Wyatt Hicks

Matt Lawrence

USHER
Sunday: 10:00 Larry Turner
11:15 Richard Sciba
Wednesday: Brent LeBaron

NEED A RIDE?
Sunday: Richard Sciba 926-6416
Wed: Phil Driskill 259-5359

LET US SERVE
Communion Prep: Deborah Allen
Flowers: Sue Murphy

OCTOBER 19™
Greeters: Richard/Ruby Sciba
Pew Greeters: Brian/Jodee Sherrell

Brent/Jessica LeBaron
Visitor Bags: Owen LeBaron

OCTOBER 26™
Greeters:  Wyatt/Addison Hicks
Pew Greeters: Richard/Ruby Sciba

Phil/Donna Driskill
Visitor Bags: Jude Hicks

ATTENDANCE AND GIVING
Week of October 12

Sunday: (BC, AM1, AM2): 51, 62, 36
Wednesday 39
Contribution $2848.00

WELCOME! Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are a
visitor YOU are our honored guests!

GOD’S PLAN: HEAR-Rom. 10:17; BELIEVE - John 8:24; REPENT- Acts
17:30; CONFESS - Rom. 10:9-10; BE IMMERSED - Acts 2:38; REMAIN
FAITH even in death - Rev. 2:10. Have you obeyed?

WORKS WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO SUPPORT: On-line Academy of
Biblical Studies (OABS); The Bible Institute of Missouri (BIM); Global
School of Biblical Studies; Shaddy Chapel church of Christ; Brent Green;
Coby Hicks, Jesse Howard, David Bass (Instructor at the Jamaica School
of Preaching).

Worship Leaders, please use the microphone so all can worship with you!
Please silence all electronics. Children, please walk!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

*Oct. 19" - Young men speaking, sack lunch, men’s meeting

*QOct. 25" - Ladies Day, Speaker: Holly McCormack, Theme: Don't Worry,
Be Happy!

*QOct. 25" - Youth event hosted by Terry & Linda at their home. Bar-B-Q
and games. Sometime 4:00 pm or after. PLEASE inform Brent
and/or Jessica if you plan to attend so Linda can have a count.

*Nov. 1° - Chili and fall theme dinner for all at Jeremiah Hicks house at
5:00 p.m. Please bring your favorite chili, or fall dish, and lawn
chairs. Plan to stay for an evening of fellowship and fun.

PANTRY ITEMS: Your choice. Thank you!

L T T e e T L e e T e S e s s s

WHY WAS JESUS CHRIST BAPTIZED?

The biblical context from which this question arises, appears in Matthew
3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22 and John 3:22-23. The most detailed
account of the baptism of Jesus appears in Matthew 3:13-17. It reads:

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized
by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by You,
and are You coming to me?’ But Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Permit
it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’
Then he allowed Him. When He had been baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the water; and behold the heavens were opened to Him,
and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son,
in whom | am well pleased.” (NKJV emp. added).

The answer to the question above lies primarily in Matthew 3.

Note that Matthew 3 identifies John the Baptist as a messenger from
God with a divinely given message to proclaim. In addition, John’s ministry
was the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. “In those days John the
Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent,
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PRAYER REQUESTS:

Lois Schmollinger

Dwain Murphy

Dorthy Robertson

Ann Newton

Sheila Deaton

Tinzie Mackey

Buddy & Annette McCarty
Effie Hicks - shut-in
SCHOOL OF EVANGELISM

FRIENDS AND FAMILY:

Abby Yarber - (Clint's daughter, in
hospital)

Aaron Haddock - (LeBaron’s worker is
at home)

Tabitha Lamer (niece of Liz)

Kristen Easterling (works with Addison)
Avery Reed - baby in KC children’s
hospital (Her grandmother worked at
the YMCA. Kevin received this request
for prayers)

Roy Boykin - cancer treatment (friend of
Tuckers)

Wes Roberts - Cancer treatment
(Susan’s nephew’s father-in-law)
Scarlett Hall - (girl from Ava - major
improvements)

Jayne Kane - (Terry’s sister)

Sharon Endicott - (Ruby’s sister)
Michael Claxton - improving (Sandy’s
friend)

Larry Hicks - (Jeremiah’s Dad)

Phyllis Coffman

Madison Cozort

Jodee Sherrell’'s family: William and
Lavone Wood (cancer surgery) & Carla
Elkhorn & daughters.

Deborah Allen’s family: Christin Cook,
Cody Allen, & grandchildren

Joe Wyrick (Linda’s brother)

Wayne Crosby

Betty Lane

Virl & Alice Deaton

MILITARY FAMILIES:
Derek Davis family

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” For this is he who was spoken
of by the prophet Isaiah [40:3], saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.””

When Jewish leaders challenged Jesus’ authority, our Lord’s
response also emphasized that John the Baptist was a prophet of
God. Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people [and “scribes” Mk 11:27] confronted Him as He
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these
things? And who gave You this authority?” But Jesus answered and
said to them, “l also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, |
likewise will tell you by what authority | do these things: The baptism
of John — where was it from? From heaven or from men?” And
they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘from heaven,’
He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say,
‘From men,” we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.”
(Matt. 21:23-26 emp. added).

Luke 20:6 elaborates about the fear the Jewish leaders felt if
they were to deny that John the Baptist was a prophet sent from
Heave, “all the people will stone us.”

People baptized by John the Baptist came to him repenting
(Matt. 3:2) of and “confessing their sins” (Matt. 3:6). “John came
baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins” (Mk. 1:4). Jesus Christ, however, had no sin,
unlike every other accountable soul who lived before Him through the
present and as long as time remains. “Seeing then that we have a
great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High
Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:14-15 emp.
added). “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21 emp.
added; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 Jn. 3:5).

Jews who observed the baptism of John but refused to submit
to it were chastised as ungodly, “But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,
‘Brood of Vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance  (Matt. 3:7-8).

Puttlng the pieces of the information above together, the conclusion is:

John the Baptist was a prophet of God.

* His ministry called upon Jews to repent and to be baptized.
* Through the Virgin Birth, the Son of God was born into a

Jewish family; Jesus of Nazareth was both God and man at

the same time — God or Deity in a fleshly body.

* Jews who did not submit themselves to John’s baptism were
categorized as ungodly.
* Though He had no sin, nevertheless, Jesus submitted to the

baptism of John “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).
Had our Lord not submitted to the divine message of John the Baptist,
He would have been numbered with the ungodly who rejected John
the Baptist’'s preaching — indirectly also rejecting God’'s message, as
well as rejecting Him Who sent John. Therefore, it was necessary for
Jesus to be baptized “to fulfill all righteousness.” If Jesus had not

submitted to John’s baptism, He would not have remained without sin.
~Louis Rushmore,
https://www.gospelgazette.com/gazette/2025/8 August/page16.html
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